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Slot Machine Tips - Slots Tips - Slot Tips : This page is about slot machine tips, slots tips, or slot tips, 
whichever way you understand the phrase. 

Where can you find great slot machine tips? Right here. We have many slot machine tips for you to help 
you in your goal of both winning a jackpot, whether small or huge, and saving you money. We will 
present these slot machine tips in point form so you can use them as a reference tips sheet when you play 
a slot machine or many slot machines. 

Slot Machine Tip #1: The first slot machine tip offers slot machine facts about slot machines in Nevada, 
and slot machines in Atlantic City. Casinos advertise their slot machines in terms of return rate 
percentages, or payout percentages. For example, if a casino advertises that their slot machines pay out or 
return 95% to the slot machine player, that's just saying that the casino's profit percentage is 5%. We will 
now explain how this works. Say you insert $100 dollars worth of coins into a slot machine. The slot 
machine will then retain 5% or $5 dollars worth of coins as the casino profit, leaving you with $95 
dollars. If you then insert all $95 dollars into the slot machine, the slot machine will then retain 5% of the 
$95 dollars, which is $4.75, leaving you with $90.25 . If you insert all $90.25, the slot machine will again 
retain 5% of $90.25, and so on, until you run out of money. Be aware that casinos may advertise that they 
pay "up to 95%", not "95%". "Up to", of course, means any amount equal to or less than 95%. 
Furthermore, slot machine payout percentages differ in both Nevada and Atlantic City. In Nevada, there 
is no limit on the casino profit percentage. Theoretically this means that, for instance, casino owners and 
operators in Nevada can set their slot machines to pay back only 60% to the slot machine player, and 
keep 40% as profit. But competition and the need to attract and retain players keeps the casino profit 
percentage for most slot machines at around 4% to 14%, with some slot machines having the casino 
profit percentage pegged as high as 25% and as low as 2.5%. New Jersey law states that the slot machine 
must return 83% of what the player puts into the slot machine. This means, for instance, that for every 
dollar inserted into a slot machine, the slot machine retains 17 cents as the casino profit in Atlantic City. 
But like Nevada, competition between casinos in Atlantic City forces casino owners and operators to pay 
back more to the slot machine player in order to get and retain their business, usually up to 90% of each 
dollar inserted, and sometimes up to 98%. One dollar and five dollar slot machines are typically the 
denominations that pay back in the high 90% range, but the higher denominations are known to do so as 
well. Furthermore, in Reno, Nevada, slot machines are reportedly configured to pay back 1% more to the 
slot player than slot machines in Las Vegas in order to attract slot players away from the more well-
known Las Vegas. 

Slot Machine Tip #2: The second slot machine tip identifies the odds for different slot machines in 
different locations. Don't play slot machines where there won't be any repeat business, such as in airports, 
beauty salons, convenience stores, lounges, drug stores, near exits, gas stations, restaurants, grocery 
stores, or any other non-casino business. People usually don't stay for very long in these venues, so slot 



machines are set to retain more money per play for the slot machine owner. Also, because slot machine 
owners and operators know players don't play for long periods in the aforementioned places, they 
program these slot machines to pay out very infrequently, so they can gain as much money as possible 
from the players' brief stay. The odds of better payouts increase when a casino is located next to another 
casino because competition forces both casinos to compete for customers by offering better payouts. 
Even in different parts of a city like Las Vegas (The Las Vegas Strip vs Northern or Downtown Las 
Vegas), or between cities (Reno vs Las Vegas), lesser known areas that have many casinos in close 
proximity but need customers may offer 1% more on their payouts than the more popular and known 
areas. Be aware that the casino's profit percentage per play, or edge, doesn't decrease the longer you play 
a slot machine, meaning a jackpot can be won in any spin, or in a succession of spins. This eliminates the 
idea that putting money in a slot machine over time will eventually lead to a payout. 

Slot Machine Tip #3: The third slot machine tip keeps you aware of what is happening when you are 
playing the slot machines. Further to Slot Machine Tip #2, don't keep playing a slot machine based on 
the idea that it will eventually pay out. This is known as "chasing your losses". Each spin is independent 
of any other spin. The slot machine doesn't remember any previous spin. So, the jackpot could be just as 
close as it can be just as far from the previous spin. 

Slot Machine Tip #4: The fourth slot machine tip explains the types of jackpots in slot machines. There 
are usually three types of jackpots, depending on the slot machine. First, there are ordinary jackpot slot 
machines, sometimes called "straight slots", or "flat-top slot machines", where the size of the jackpot has 
an added increment when a player inserts the maximum number of coins in order to play. For instance, 
say the maximum number of coins to play this kind of slot machine is three. If one decides to insert just 1 
coin to play, let's say the jackpot prize is 1,000 coins. If one inserts 2 coins to play, the jackpot prize 
increases to 2,000 coins. But if one inserts three coins, the maximum number of coins to play this type of 
slot machine, the jackpot increases to 4,000 coins, instead of 3,000 coins, having an added increment of 
1,000 coins. The second type of jackpot is found with progressive single slot machines, where the size of 
the jackpot increases with each play or bet on a particular slot machine. For instance, if a person in a 
casino bets two 1 dollar coins in a dollar slot machine, the jackpot for that slot machine goes up by the 
amount inserted, in this case, 2 dollars. If another player on another 1 dollar slot machine in the same 
casino bets five 1 dollar coins, the amount of the jackpot for that slot machine goes up by 5 dollars. The 
jackpots for the first and second slot machines increase by different amounts, because they are 
independent of one another. This brings me to the third and final type of jackpot: the progressive multiple 
slot machine jackpot, where the size of the jackpot increases with each play or bet on many slot 
machines, which are linked together to produce a huge jackpot. All 3 types of jackpots will require you to 
play or bet the maximum number of coins in order for you to win the highest jackpot payout possible. So, 
if you like the idea of winning the highest jackpot on a slot machine, then you should play the maximum 
number of coins for that slot machine. Another slot machine tip would be to look for slot machines where 
the jackpot is highest for the lowest bet. 

Slot Machine Tip #5: The fifth slot machine tip elaborates on progressive jackpots. You can locate a 
progressive jackpot at casinos by observing the digital readout of the jackpot amount located above a 
row, or bank, of slot machines. These slot machines are collectively referred to as a carousel because 



they are linked together to produce the progressive jackpot. As with the ordinary slot machines, look for 
the highest progressive jackpot at the lowest bet, or in other words, progressive jackpots with lower 
minimum bets that pay out better than progressive jackpots with higher minimum bets. Progressive 
jackpots change from week to week as jackpots are won. Another tip to keep in mind is that casinos 
withhold a greater casino profit percentage from the regular bets for the regular jackpots on progressive 
slot machines, in order to pay out the huge jackpot. Be aware that the progressive slot machine jackpot is 
a bonus jackpot on progressive slot machines. This means that you must insert a certain number of coins 
into the slot machine in order to qualify for the progressive jackpot, usually the maximum number of 
coins. If you don't, and play a progressive slot machine with less than the number of coins per play 
needed to qualify for the progressive jackpot, and the jackpot symbols subsequently appear on your 
screen, you won't win the progressive jackpot. So, if you want to win the massive jackpot, then you 
should play the progressive slot machines, making sure you insert the necessary amount of coinage to 
qualify for it. Just be aware you'll probably be spending a lot of money, but you never know: you just 
might hit the big jackpot. If you don't want to play the necessary amount of coinage to qualify for the 
progressive jackpot, then play the non-progressive slot machines. With the non-progressive or flat-top 
slot machines, which pay out a fixed amount depending on the bet, you'll win more often, albeit in much 
smaller amounts. The non-progressive slot machines target and appeal to players who get bored easily if 
they haven't won after 4 or 5 plays, so they pay out more often than progressive slot machines, who 
target those willing to forgo winning fairly frequently for a chance at striking it rich. 

Slot Machine Tip #6: The sixth slot machine tip provides information on which casinos to choose when 
searching for slot machines to play. It is best to select casinos that focus on slot machines because they 
want to gain customers and offer generous payout percentages as a result. The best areas to find slot 
machine-focused casinos are in downtown Reno and downtown Las Vegas. Keep in mind that the 
interior of all casinos are designed to keep the player playing by being as comfortable and exciting for 
the player as possible. 

Slot Machine Tip #7: The seventh slot machine tip will benefit you in many ways: join as many slot 
clubs as you can find. Slot clubs are a promotion offered by casinos where slot machine players can win 
many novelty prizes just for playing the slot machines. Go to the casino cashier's cage and they'll direct 
you to the slot club. A slot club card is given to the slot machine player once he or she signs up. This 
card is inserted into an electronic reader on every slot machine the player uses, and it records the identity 
of the player, the time he or she spends playing the slot machine, and the amount of money inserted into 
the slot machine by the player as slot club credits. At different credit levels, different prizes or gifts are 
awarded. These may include cash rebates (usually 1% or 2% of the amount played on a slot machine), 
meals, tickets to shows or parties, various discounts, frequent flyer points, coupons, or hotel room and 
board, to name a few. The value of the gifts also depend on the size of the casino, where the bigger the 
casino, the larger the prizes will be. Casinos want to identify big slot machine players so they can reward 
them for playing their slot machines for a certain period of time. When a player inserts their slot club 
card into the slot machine and wins a jackpot, it is registered in slot club credits and is paid out to the 
player when he or she cashes out. After joining a slot club, a player can find out about playing in slot 
tournaments. He or she joins a slot tournament by signing up through the slot club. A slot tournament is 
when a group of slot machine players compete against each other to win more slot club credits. 



Depending on the casino, slot tournaments are either free to join or have a flat one-time fee and you don't 
have to insert money into the slot machine. It is worth joining a slot tournament because there are an 
unlimited number of spins one can play on a slot machine, plus the freebies given out and potential prizes 
won by the player more than pay back for the entry fee, if one pays to join a slot tournament. This is 
coupled with the fact that there are no "tight" slot machines (slot machines that rarely pay a jackpot), or 
"loose" slot machines (slot machines that frequently pay a jackpot) in a slot tournament, so the chances 
of winning big prizes depend on the "skill" of the slot machine player. Even if a slot player doesn't win 
the grand prize for the most slot credits, which in larger casinos can sometimes be in the hundreds or 
thousands of dollars, he or she might still have gained slot credits from their play, and will still win 
smaller prizes, on top of the freebies given out. The freebies, discounts, and special deals alone that you 
get just for joining the slot club might be worth more than the price for admission into a slot tournament. 
A potential player just has to check whether the price to play in a slot tournament is less than the price-
for-fun one can have in a slot tournament, meaning the price of the freebies, comps, and perks given out. 
For more information about slot clubs in Las Vegas, see the book on our slot books list titled: "The Las 
Vegas Advisor Guide to Slot Clubs", by Jeffrey Compton. And remember, when you're finished playing 
a slot machine, don't forget to remove your slot club card! There also junkets, or casino packages, that 
offer free bus or air fare, cocktails, meals, and room. The catch is that participants must gamble for a 
specific amount of time: the longer they gamble, the more freebies are offered. Check with hotels or 
travel agents for these casino packages. 

Slot Machine Tip #8: The eighth slot machine tip prepares you before going to a casino. If you have a 
slot club card, make sure you bring it and a photo I.D. of yourself to the casino so that casino personnel 
can identify you should you win a jackpot. When you arrive at the casino, there may be "hawkers" who 
try to pressure you into taking "free" novelty items or slot machine books. Ignore them. Also, even if the 
casino is crowded and you have to wait in line to play a slot machine, never offer someone money in 
order to play a slot machine. He or she may be deliberately playing two slot machines slowly for that 
purpose. The best and most conservative advice is to ignore anyone who is not a REAL slot attendant. 

Slot Machine Tip #9: The ninth slot machine tip talks about finding "loose" slots, or slot machines that 
seem to pay out more often than other slot machines, either because they were programmed to do so, or 
because they were under observation by oneself or others long enough to reach that conclusion. There is 
a belief that casino owners and operators program slot machines in highly visible areas of the casino to 
pay out more often than those in less visible areas of the casino. For instance, slot machines near the 
entrance are believed to pay out more often than slot machines that are placed in the back of casinos, or 
slot machines near table games, because players around that area are more interested in playing table 
games. Some players will only play in Las Vegas casinos that are frequented by locals on the assumption 
that they would know where the loose slots were, since they've lived in the area and played the local 
casinos long enough to discover where the loose slot machines were located. Another theory is that 
smaller casinos in Las Vegas will peg their slot machines to pay back more frequently, or at a higher 
percentage, or both to the slot player in order to draw players away from the more popular casinos. Still 
another belief is that a loose slot machine is usually next to a tight slot machine, so if the slot machine 
you're playing is not paying out, chances are that the one next to you might be paying out more often. 
Yet still another theory simply says you can find the loose slot machines just by arriving at the casino 



during times when it is least crowded, for instance, when the casino opens their doors at the start of the 
day. Since there are few people around, you can choose whichever slot machine you want, and have a 
much better chance - pardon the pun - at finding a loose slot machine. 

Slot Machine Tip #10: The tenth slot machine tip comes from experience: the average slot player 
prefers medium or mid-range slot machines, which are neither loose nor tight. 

Slot Machine Tip #11: The eleventh slot machine tip pertains to the slot attendants in casinos. If you 
play at a specific casino often, become friendly with the slot attendants, engaging in friendly 
conversation. To get them to think you are a regular, join the casino's slot club. If they are friendly in 
return, tip them each time you win. After a while, they will begin to notice and be interested in you. It's at 
that point you could then ask a slot attendant to point out any loose slot machines in the casino. You 
should then tip them for any information, and tip them again if you win on the recommended slot 
machine. Even if you don't win, it's in both your best interest and in the interest of the casino to remain 
friendly and build the relationship, because you might still get a short-term win, and the casino will make 
its profit in the long run anyway, even if you do wind up playing a loose slot machine. 

Slot Machine Tip #12: The twelfth slot machine tip recommends specific strategies to give you the best 
edge or odds possible. These strategies go beyond playing slot machines in a particular denomination that 
have the highest jackpot at the lowest bet for that denomination. With individual and multiple 
progressive slot machines, locate lower denomination progressive slot machines and play them using the 
maximum number of coins. By doing this, you then have a chance at the highest possible jackpot with 
the lowest maximum number of coins bet per play. When you play the non-progressive slot machines 
such as the flat-top slot machines with their fixed jackpot amounts, locate high denomination slot 
machines and play them at the minimum number of coins per play, if the slot machine in question doesn't 
pay a bonus for playing at the maximum number of coins. Since jackpots are usually higher with higher 
denomination slot machines, playing at the minimum bet maximizes your chances of winning the most 
money for the least amount invested. 

Slot Machine Tip #13: The thirteenth slot machine tip comments on the strategy of playing 2 slot 
machines side-by-side. This lessens your chances of winning because one slot machine might be loose 
and the other one tight. So, while one slot machine will pay out frequently, the other will take it back. It's 
of course better to play the loose one exclusively. If you are playing two slot machines that seem to be 
paying out similarly, then chances are they're both tight. In that case, the best tip is to look for slot 
machines other than those two. Also, if you see a slot machine you want to play that looks unattended, 
make sure no one is actually using it. The person next to that slot machine may be playing the slot 
machine you're interested in, and is just not playing it at that moment. Ask them if they are. 

Slot Machine Tip #14: The fourteenth slot machine tip involves slots money management. The first 
thing to do upon entering a casino is to purchase your coins or tokens. After you have purchased a 
bankroll of coins or tokens, divide your bankroll into playing sessions. For instance, if you want to 
purchase $200 dollars worth of coins or tokens, divide the coins up into 10 playing sessions, using $20 



dollars per session. Then, select which denomination of slot machine you want to play, and then select 
your slot machine. If the first slot machine you play isn't paying out after you finish your first $20 dollars 
of coins, then move on to another slot machine, and play the second $20 dollars, and so on, until you find 
a slot machine that is paying out jackpots. If you do win a jackpot, then do not play your winnings, 
pocket them instead. Your winnings should be kept separate from your risked coins. Keep playing your 
$20 dollars worth of coins you allocated for that playing session, then stop when you run out of those 
coins, and leave with your winnings. If after 10 slot machines, you finish your $200 dollars of coins, and 
you don't win a jackpot, then STOP. Setting a total loss-limit helps to keep you aware of what is 
happening with your coins. Another tip is to make sure you have set a specific amount of time to play, 
and have selected a specific denomination of slot machine to play. Play within your comfort zone. Don't 
feel pressured to keep playing. 

Slot Machine Tip #15: The fifteenth slot machine tip relates to feeling safe. Do you feel comfortable in 
the area where you've selected a slot machine to play? Do the people look content, or are behaving more 
aggressively? Look for slot machines in an area of the casino where you feel most safe and secure. 
Watch your money at all times, be it your winnings or bankrolls. Put them in a purse in front of you or in 
your pocket. 

Slot Machine Tip #16: The sixteenth slot machine tip concerns the denomination of the slot machine. 
There are nickel, dime, quarter, 1 dollar, 5 dollar, 25 dollar, and even higher slot machine denominations. 
Look for certified slot machines and play the highest denomination for a slot machine that you can 
afford. Higher denominations usually mean higher jackpot payouts, because the casino usually chooses 
to retain less of a percentage of money per play or bet as a profit when one plays increasingly higher slot 
machine denominations. For instance, if one plays a nickel slot machine, the casino may decide to retain 
15% of each play or bet for its own profit on that slot machine, whereas if one plays a dollar slot machine 
in the same casino, the casino may decide to retain only 5% of each bet for its profit on that slot machine. 
You might lose more money per play with a dollar slot machine than a nickel slot machine, but it's still 
better than instantly losing 15% of your money per play. On the other hand, nickel slot machines may be 
programmed by the casino to pay out more frequently than dollar slot machines, so some of your money 
may be recouped more often with nickel slot machines than dollar slot machines. Since casino profit 
percentages vary from slot machine to slot machine and are not posted on the slot machine by the casino, 
you should check the pay table for each slot machine in the denomination you have selected to see which 
one pays the highest jackpot for the lowest bet. For the same reasons just mentioned, it is sometimes 
better to play a higher denomination slot machine, such as a dollar slot machine, than it is playing the 
maximum number of coins allowed per bet on a lower denomination slot machine, such as a quarter slot 
machine. With higher denominations, the placement or visibility in casinos of elusive "loose" slot 
machines, or "hot slots" - ones that pay out frequently - becomes less of an issue because most of them 
pay back almost 100% of the amount that was put into them. However, if you have a specific amount you 
want to play, such as 1 dollar, you're better off putting 4 quarters in the quarter slot machine as the 
maximum bet for a quarter slot machine, than you are putting 1 dollar in a dollar machine as the 
minimum bet for a dollar slot machine, because your odds of winning usually increase when you play the 
maximum bet for any given slot machine. Generally-speaking, playing with maximum bets are best 
because they usually offer extra bonuses for hitting the jackpot. 



Slot Machine Tip #17: The seventeenth slot machine tip deals with examining the slot machine itself. 
Before you play a slot machine, make sure you find the denomination on the slot machine. Once you've 
done that, check the pay table on the slot machine to find out how that slot machine pays out its jackpots. 
How much is the jackpot when 1 coin is played, or 2 coins, or more? The pay table should answer those 
questions. 

Slot Machine Tip #18: The eighteenth slot machine tip further explains Slot Machine Tip #17. Before 
you play any slot machine, study what it does! For example, find out what are the winning combination 
symbols, and which ways can one win on the slot machine you've chosen to play: can you win just by 
having one particular symbol, three of the same symbol, or certain types of symbol patterns (zigzag, 
diagonal, or other)? Usually when you insert more than 1 coin, you are buying more chances to win by 
now having winning combinations in more than one pattern. This means that you can win either with the 
traditional single straight horizontal pay line of symbols, plus either diagonally across, or some other 
pattern. On some slot machines, you might even have 3 or more winning patterns, giving you 3 or more 
ways to win. These slot machines are known as multiple pay line slot machines. Watch to make sure the 
pay table or pay schedule lights up each time you insert a coin. For instance, inserting one coin will light 
up the pay table for 1 coin play, inserting 2 coins will illuminate the pay table for a 2 coin play, and so 
on. On slot machines where there isn't an illuminated pay table, there will usually be a light or lights 
above or below the reel display that will verify that the slot machine has accepted your coins. If the light 
or lights do not illuminate, do not play until you ask an attendant for help in solving the problem. 

Slot Machine Tip #19: The nineteenth slot machine tip is another common-sense reminder: if you win a 
jackpot, and your slot machine has a credit meter which registers winnings in credits, make sure you cash 
out by pressing the CASH OUT or COLLECT button, whichever words the casino uses. Pushing this 
button converts your credit winnings into coins, and so the coins then drop into the tray. If instead of a 
credit meter your slot machine drops coins right away after you've hit a jackpot, NEVER leave your 
winnings unattended. Always leave the slot machine with your winnings, or if the coins are supposed to 
drop but don't, this may mean that the jackpot has exceeded the coin capacity of the slot machine, and 
must paid out to you by the casino cashier. Stay where you are and call out for a slot attendant, and make 
sure you check their casino employee I.D. to be sure. There also slot machines that pay out only HALF 
of a jackpot, and the other half must be paid out by the slot attendant. This is also because of the jackpot 
exceeding the coin capacity of the slot machine. Again, do not leave your slot machine, and call for a slot 
attendant to get instructions on how to collect the second half of your jackpot. 

Slot Machine Tip #20: The twentieth slot machine tip is recommended if for some reason Slot Machine 
Tip #1 through to Slot Machine Tip #19 fails: if you're still confused, or if there's a power failure, ask 
the senior slot attendant what to do! Have the best of fun when playing the slot machines! 
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