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Mohegan Sun:  A Chronology

Mohegan Sun opened October 12, 1996 as a spectacularly themed gaming and entertainment complex in southeastern Connecticut, the heart of the state’s tourism offering.  Although actual construction took less than a year to complete, the development project took nearly four years to conceive from start to finish.  The legendary gaming and entertainment destination opened Phase One of “Project Sunburst,” the largest private development project on the East Coast, September 25, 2001.  Following is Mohegan Sun’s detailed history of growth.

1992-1996

· After years of relentless efforts to obtain federal recognition status, dating back to 1978 and earlier, Ralph Sturges (Lifetime Chief of the Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut) intensified his formal petitions to the federal government to be recognized as an Indian tribe.

· Trading Cove Associates (TCA), a group of Connecticut businesses involved in hotel management, land development and construction, approached the Mohegans with the idea of developing a casino complex in a joint effort.  TCA was formed to assist the Tribe with obtaining federal recognition, establishing its reservation and gaining economic well-being and independence.  TCA’s original partners included RJH Development and LMW Investments of Connecticut and Michigan-based Slavik Suites, Inc. Throughout 1993, TCA worked with various state and governmental agencies to settle centuries old land disputes.  In addition, TCA provided the Mohegans with the necessary finances, tribal attorneys and advisors to aid the federal recognition effort.
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· The Mohegan’s 188-year quest for federal recognition ended on March 7, 1994 with approval by Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Indian Affairs, Ada Elizabeth Deer.  The Mohegans received the benefits and privileges associated with Federal status.

· In late 1994, Sun International, a resort and casino empire headed by South African businessman Sol Kerzner, entered into a 50-percent ownership agreement with TCA’s original partners.  Already operating 32 resorts and casinos throughout the world, 

Sun International offered the Mohegans and TCA world-renowned expertise in the resort and casino business. 

· On July 15, 1995, The Mohegan Tribal Council established the Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority (MTGA) to function on behalf of the Mohegan Indians to enforce all tribal governmental and proprietary powers related to casino and gaming development. The MTGA, already directing the casino’s development, management and operation, formed a Business Board to manage the day-to-day operations of the casino’s development and to deal with the myriad business and legal issues related to the project.  The Board includes two tribal representatives, Roland Harris and Courtland Fowler, and two TCA representatives, Len Wolman and Sun International’s Butch Kerzner. 

· The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) approved the financing and funding by Bear, Sterns & Co., Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette Securities and Sun International, including the proper environmental standards, to allow construction to begin. 

· On November 6, 1995, Mohegan Tribal Chief Ralph Sturges blessed the earth on which the new $300-million, 240-acre Mohegan Sun casino would stand. 
· On January 22, 1996, Mohegan Sun opened its Employment Office to hire more than 5,000 employees to fill positions at the new casino. Clearing one of the last major hurdles leading to Mohegan Sun’s October 12, 1996 opening, the State of Connecticut granted Sol Kerzner a Connecticut gaming license on July 24, 1996 which meant that Mohegan Sun could open its doors to the public after less than a year of construction. 

1997

· Five-time Grammy Award-winner Al Jarreau was the featured performer at  Mohegan Sun’s first ticketed, live concert on January 17th.  Since then, the casino has hosted such world-renowned recording artists as Luther Vandross, Vanessa L. Williams, Ringo Starr, Bill Maher, Pam Tillis, Diamond Rio, Nana Mouskouri, Shirley Bassey, Jimmy Roselli, Grand Funk Railroad, Jon Secada, 
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Regis Philbin, The Boston Pops, and many more in the Wolf Den.  Located at the center of the Casino of the Earth, the Wolf Den showcases live entertainment nightly with no cover or drink minimum for guests over 21 years of age.

· New slot machines arrived at Mohegan Sun in May 1997 bringing the total number of slot machines on the gaming floor to more than 3,600.  On July 31st, Mohegan Sun paid-out $1,057,851.64 to a Wheel of Fortune slot player.  The jackpot marked the largest single payout in the casino’s history.

· On October 12th, Mohegan Sun invited the public to celebrate the casino’s one-year anniversary with a spectacular fireworks extravaganza.  Additionally, the Mohegan Tribe presented the Town of Montville with a check for $500,000.

1998

· At a press conference held on April 8th, Mohegan Sun announced plans for four new additions to the casino complex – a 12,000-square-foot Race Book, Auto Body Express retail store and on-site gas station and convenience store.  Also, Mohegan Sun’s Winter Casino entrance was embellished with additional Mohegan-themed elements to immediately transform guests to another world.

· On Thursday, September 3, 1998, Mohegan Sun introduced a new and exciting 

12,000-square-foot Race Book located in the Autumn Casino, just outside the Bingo Hall/Events Center.  The Race Book offers more than 200 carrels with individual 13” television monitors and computerized self-service betting capabilities.  It features 300 wall-to-wall televisions for viewing non-stop Jai-Alai, live horse and greyhound racing action including, exclusive to Mohegan Sun, the New York Racing Association (NYRA) circuit.

· On Wednesday, September 23, 1998, Mohegan Sun opened the Brew Pub located in the Race Book where patrons watch and play their favorite games at the bar while they enjoy one of two legendary micro-brews prepared on-site.  The Brew Pub features Sachem’s Ale and Matahga Lager – both named after past Mohegan Tribal Chiefs.  The Brew Pub also offers a full array of popular beers and liquors and seasonal brews prepared on-site.

· The Uncas Pavilion, a fully-enclosed, 5,000-seat concert pavilion, shined when it became a world-class concert venue on Saturday, October 3, 1998, as Southern rock legends, Lynyrd Skynyrd, played to a packed house.  Other shows in the Pavilion have included the Steve Miller Band and Ringo Starr and his All-Star Band.
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· On Monday, December 7, 1998, Mohegan Sun’s Citgo gas station celebrated its grand opening by holding a holiday tree lighting ceremony and clothing drive to benefit the needy.  The station features eight pumping islands with twenty full-serve and self-serve gas pumps that have Player’s Club debit card capabilities.  The convenience store offers a full-service coffee bar and fresh-baked goods straight from Granny Squannit’s Bake Shop.

1999
· At a press conference on Monday, February 22nd, Mohegan Sun dealt up a wave of Internet excitement with the launch of www.mohegansun.com, the casino’s website.  Offering web browsers the opportunity to point, click, and explore the world of Mohegan Sun, the website includes directions to the casino, updated entertainment schedules and dining information.

· On Friday, April 16th, talk-show host Don Imus aired his renowned morning show live from the casino’s Wolf Den.  Joined by his entire crew, including long-time partner and friend Charles McCord, plus Bernard McGuirk, Larry Kenney and Rob Bartlett, Imus entertained the entire nation with his unique blend of humor and views on issues of the day.

· The week of May 13th, Mohegan Sun broke ground on a new covered guest parking garage, marking the first step in bringing the casino’s impressive “Project Sunburst” to life. 

· On Thursday, May 27, 1999, Mohegan Sun unveiled the latest technological innovation in the gaming industry with the introduction of “Wolf Den Hits,” a state-of-the-art, link-progressive slot game featuring realistic, howling animatronic wolves. Custom-created for Mohegan Sun by Sonalysts Studios, this one-of-a-kind game links slot machines to lifelike wolves that howl with delight with each jackpot win. 
2000
· On February 16th, the management and developers of Mohegan Sun held a press luncheon to officially announce “Project Sunburst” as the largest private development on the East Coast.  Plans were unveiled for the landmark expansion that will establish Mohegan Sun as the premier gaming, entertainment, and meeting destination on the East Coast.  Among the highlights of the four million-square-foot expansion that opened on September 25, 2001 are a 130,000-square-foot retail and restaurant promenade; 12 new 
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· dining options; over 30 new shops; a 10,000-seat arena; 115,000 additional square feet of gaming space and a 300-seat cabaret.  In Spring 2002, Project Sunburst will be complete with the opening of a 1,200-room luxury hotel; 100,000 square feet of meeting and function space, including the Northeast’s largest ballroom; a 22,300-square-foot, world-class spa; 10,000-square-foot indoor pool and deck; professionally-managed business center; and a 17,500-square-foot outdoor sun terrace.
· On June 7th, Mohegan Sun officially opened the new, world-class Eagleview Employee Center.  It provides on-site banking, dry cleaning and a host of other amenities for Mohegan Sun’s 5,000 employees.

· On September 1st, Mohegan Sun reached the first significant milestone in the Project Sunburst construction schedule as the final steel beam was placed on the external structure of the new Mohegan Sun Arena – a 10,000-seat facility. 

· On October 4th, Mohegan Sun officially opened its first ever satellite employment office in New London.  Located at 470 Bank Street, Mohegan Sun’s employment office is in a prime location to tap into the region’s diverse work force.

2001

· On August 14th, Mohegan Sun held a press conference in the Mohegan Sun Arena to announce September 25th as the opening date for “Project Sunburst” Phase One, a week ahead of schedule.  Executives also announced November 9th-11th, 2001 as a special weekend of non-stop entertainment celebrating the opening of the Mohegan Sun Arena and Cabaret, with special performances by Tim McGraw, Gloria Estefan and Tony Bennett.

· On September 25th, Mohegan Sun unveiled Phase One of the “Project Sunburst” expansion, including the new 115,000-square-foot Casino of the Sky, that will join the original Casino of the Earth, to make Mohegan Sun the second largest casino in the world with 315,000 square feet of gaming space.  With a special ribbon cutting and a tribal ceremony,  Mohegan Sun also opened “The Shops at Mohegan Sun,” featuring 12 new dining options and over 30 new shops and a 300-seat cabaret and 10,000-seat arena.  
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